SDIC Community Guidelines 

These community guidelines are based on the SDIC's mission statement and are designed to promote a compassionate, inclusive, and sustainable environment for all members, including humans, animals, and the Earth. These guidelines apply to all SDIC members and partnering communities.

Core Principles

Our community is built on the following principles:
· Compassion: We practice Compassion by treating all beings with kindness, empathy, and respect, and consciously minimizing the harm we cause.
· Inclusivity:We embody Inclusivity by creating a welcoming and supportive environment where we actively value, respect, and seek to hear everyone's voice, regardless of background.
· Responsibility: We own our Responsibility by being accountable for our actions and their ripple effect on others, the community, and the global environment.
· Integrity: We uphold honesty and ethical conduct in all our interactions.
· Continuous Improvement: We are dedicated to constant growth and learning, striving to be our best selves and contributing positively to the world.
· Harmony: We seek Harmony by nurturing balance and connection within ourselves, between each other, and with nature and the spiritual realm.
Guidelines for Members

These guidelines outline specific behaviors expected of all members:

Respect for All
· Treat all members, including humans, animals, and all life forms, with dignity and respect. Avoid any form of harassment, discrimination, or abuse.
· Use inclusive and respectful language in all communications. Refrain from using offensive or derogatory terms.
· Respect diverse perspectives, beliefs, and backgrounds. Engage in respectful dialogue and avoid personal attacks or judgments. Refrain from asking personal questions about one’s background, ethnicity, nationality, origin, or other similar topics. We recognize that we all come from Mother Earth.
· Be mindful of the impact of your actions on others, including animals and the environment. Avoid any behavior that could cause harm or distress.
· Practice active listening and nonviolent communication. Value diverse opinions and perspectives. Communicate openly, honestly, and respectfully.
· Refrain from judging or shaming others.
Animal Welfare
· Prioritize the well-being of animals in all activities and interactions. Avoid any form of animal cruelty or neglect.
· Within communal areas, adhere to vegan principles, refraining from the consumption of animal products (meat, dairy, eggs, honey) and supporting plant-based and cruelty-free practices.
· Recognize the inherent freedom of all beings, and therefore there are no domesticated animals allowed within communal areas, except for certain functions or by individual agreement within private spaces.
· Be mindful of the environment and its impact on animals. Support sustainable practices and conservation efforts.
Community Engagement
· Actively participate in community events and initiatives. Contribute positively to the community and support its growth.
· Communicate openly and honestly with other members. Share information and resources that can benefit the community.
· Be responsible for your actions and their impact on the community. Take ownership of your mistakes and learn from them.
· Support open and inclusive decision-making processes within the community.
· Engage in community activities and events, to build a strong, engaging and social community.
Online Conduct
· Maintain a respectful and professional tone in all online communications. Avoid any form of cyberbullying or online harassment.
· Share information responsibly and avoid spreading misinformation or rumors.
· Respect the privacy of other members and avoid sharing personal information without consent.
Well-being and Personal Growth
· Support practices that promote inner peace, such as meditation, mindfulness, and connection with nature.
· Encourage and respect personal journeys of spiritual growth and self-discovery.
Respecting Mother Earth and Continuous Improvement
· Prioritize using methods and materials with the least negative impact on the environment. This includes using natural cleaning products, minimizing waste, composting, and practicing sustainable living.
· Strive for excellence in all we do, from the things we create to the choices we make about consumption.
· Embrace change and are committed to continuous improvement, always seeking ways to learn, adapt, and do better. Be environmentally conscious in all areas of life, supporting regenerative and restorative practices.
Enforcement

Violations of these community guidelines may result in the following consequences:
· Verbal warning
· Written warning
· Temporary suspension from community activities
· Permanent expulsion from the community
The SDIC reserves the right to take appropriate action in response to any violation of these guidelines.

Reporting Violations

If you witness or experience a violation of these community guidelines, please report it to the appropriate authorities. All reports will be treated confidentially and investigated thoroughly.

Partnering Communities

These guidelines are applicable to all partnering communities. We encourage open communication and collaboration to ensure a positive and supportive environment for all members. We encourage partnering communities to create guidelines based on these, so everyone is safe and in line with the mission.


